Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USBERL 02557 301324Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 10-13 ACDA-07 TRSE-00 /079 W 

110761 010236Z/61 

R 301 124Z SEP 77 
FM USMISSION USBERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5403 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2557 
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TAGS: PGOV BQG AKB 

SUB J : CONTACTS BETWEEN FEDERAL PROSECUTOR AND MEMBERS OF ALLIED 
MISSIONS BERLIN 

REF: (A) BONN 14874, (B) BONN 14802, (C) BONN 14767, AND 
PREVIOUS, (D) USBERLIN 2350 

SUMMARY: OBERLE, HEAD OF FEDERAL PROSECUTOR TEAM, HAS 
APPROACHED BRITISH BERLIN MISSION LEGAL ADVISER WITH REQUEST 
TO MEET WITH ALLIED LEGAL ADVISERS. BERLIN MISSIONS CONSIDER 
SUCH CONTACT APPROPRIATE BUT WILL BE ESPECIALLY JUDICIOUS IN 
MANNER OF CONTACT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . OBERLE, HEAD OF BERLIN BRANCH OF FEDERAL PROSECUTOR'S 
OFFICE, WHO WAS APPOINTED HEAD OF FEDERAL PROSECUTION TEAM IN 
LORENZ/DRENCKMANN CASE (REFTEL A), HAS CONTACTED BRITISH 
LEGAL ADVISER WITH REQUEST TO MEET WITH ALLIED LEGAL ADVISERS. 
REQUEST WAS DIRECTED TO BRITISH (RATHER THAN FRENCH WHO WERE 
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IN PRESIDENCY) EITHER BECAUSE OBERLE S OFFICE IS 
PHYSICALLY LOCATED IN BRITISH SECTOR OR BECAUSE OBERLE HAD 
HAD PRIOR INFORMAL CONTACT WITH ASSISTANT TO BRITISH LEGAL 
ADVISER. THIS IS OF NO MAJOR IMPORT. HOWEVER, SINCE 
BRITISH WERE CONTACTED, MISSION LEGAL ADVISERS HAD AGREED 
THAT BRITISH LEGAL ADVISER WILL MAKE FIRST CONTACT WITH 
OBERLE. 
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2. BERLIN MISSIONS CONSIDER IT ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE THAT 
ALLIED LEGAL ADVISERS SHOULD HAVE CONTACT WITH OBERLE, AS 
BERLIN REPRESENTATIVE OF FEDERAL PROSECUTOR. INASMUCH AS 
WE SUSPECT THAT OBERLE REQUEST WAS MOTIVATED BY HIS RECENT 
APPOINTMENT AS HEAD OF PROSECUTION TEAM IN LORENZ/ 
DRENCKMANN CASE, WE WISH TO AVOID SITUATION IN WHICH OBERLE 
MIGHT DRAW INCORRECT CONCLUSION THAT REMARKS MADE BY OR IN 
THE PRESENCE OF ALL THREE LEGAL ADVISERS CONSTITUTE ALLIED 
GUIDANCE ON THE CONDUCT OF THE PROSECUTION. WE REALIZE WE 
ARE BEING OVERLY CAUTIOUS. 

3. NONETHELESS, TO AVERT THIS POSSIBILITY, LEGAL ADVISERS 
WILL NOT RPT NOT AT THIS TIME MEET AS A GROUP WITH OBERLE. 

FIRST CONTACT WILL BE BETWEEN OBERLE AND BRITISH LEGAL 
ADVISER AND ASSISTANT. THEREAFTER, U.S. AND FRENCH LEGAL 
ADVISERS MAY CONTACT OBERLE SEPARATELY. 

4. WE DO BELIEVE THAT THESE CONTACTS MAY PROVIDE US WITH 
USEFUL AND TIMELY INFORMATION CONCERNING ANY DIFFICULTIES 
OF INTEREST TO US INVOLVED IN THE PROSECUTION. FOR 
EXAMPLE, BRITISH LEGAL ADVISER PLANS ASK OBERLE TO 
DESCRIBE ARGUEMENTS HE ENVISAGES MAY BE MADE BY DEFENSE 
COUNSEL IN CHALLENGING RIGHT OF THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR S 
OFFICE TO PROSECUTE CASE. WE HAVE SUGGESTED THAT BRITISH 
LEGAL ADVISER ALSO ASK OBERLE IF HE IS AWARE OF FRG 
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UNDERTAKING THAT ANY PRESS STATEMENTS WILL ISSUE FROM 
FEDERAL PROSECUTOR S OFFICE IN BERLIN AND NOT FROM 
KARLSRUHE. ADDITIONALLY, WE HAVE SUGGESTED THAT OBERLE 
BE REMINDED OF ALLIED DESIRE FOR DISCRETION IN PUBLIC 
HANDLING OF CASE AND THAT OBERLE BE ADVISED THAT WE ARE 
PREPARED TO REVIEW (UNOFFICIALLY) THE TEXTS OF ANY PAR- 
TICULARLY SENSITIVE PRESS STATEMENTS BEFORE THEY ARE MADE, 
ESPECIALLY IF SUCH STATEMENTS REFLECT ON THE PROBLEM OF 
COMPETENCIES IN BF.RT IN. GEORGE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, ATTORNEYS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 30-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USBERL02557 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770357-1105 
Format: TEL 
From: USBERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977091/aaaaabai.tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: cf3e7538-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 BONN 14874, 77 BONN 14802, 77 BONN 14767 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1057144 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONTACTS BETWEEN FEDERAL PROSECUTOR AND MEMBERS OF ALLIED MISSIONS BERLIN 
TAGS: PGOV, US, WB, BQG, AKB 
To: STATE BONN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/cf3e7538-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



